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340 PSYCHOLOGICAL LITBRATURB 

American Education. By Andrew S. Draper, Commissioner of Edu- 
cation of the State of New York. With an Introduction by 
Nicholas Murray Butler, President of Columbia University. Bos- 
ton, New York and Chicago, Houghton Mifflin Co., 1909. pp. x, 

This volume contains twenty-six papers upon educational topics, 
selected from the much larger collection of Commissioner Draper's 
essays and addresses. Bight of these deal with the general topics of 
organization and administration; five with the elementary and 
secondary schools; six with the college and the university (the 
American university, the trend in American education, state univer- 
sities, the university presidency, limits of academic freedom, co-edu- 
cation); and the remaining seven with special aspects and problems 
(education for efficiency, the farm and the school, physical training 
and athletics, public morals and public schools, the spirit of the 
teacher, the teacher and the position, the schools and international 
peace). "No other American," writes President Butler, "has been 
successively charged with the administration of a state system of pub- 
lic instruction, with the oversight of the schools of a city of consid- 
erable size, with the direction of one of the tax-supported state universi- 
ties of the country, and finally with the supervision and control of 
the educational activities of an entire commonwealth. As a result, 
Mr. Draper has been forced, in the daily performance of the duties of 
his several offices, to approach the educational problem from many 
different points of view and to see it under almost all of its limita- 
tions and difficulties." Mr. Draper has, indeed, enjoyed an unrivalled 
experience; and he has turned this experience to account in a direct 
and forcible way; his writing is clear, explicit and concise. Unfortu- 
nately, the many different points of view that he has taken do not, in 
the judgment of the reviewer, include that of the true educator. Mr. 
Draper's standard is consistently that of the man of affairs; an educa- 
tional system is, for him, a plant, with a foreman and a staff of em- 
ployees; and the end and aim of education is efficiency. By many his 
book will be hailed as the very gospel of a new educational dispensa- 
tion; but some will regret that a man who fills and has filled such 
responsible offices should be so narrowly commercial in his outlook. 

Francis Jones. 

Mental Discipline and Educational Values, by W. H. Heck. New 
York, John Lane Co., 1909. pp. 147. Price, $1.00 net. 
This essay has been written with a twofold object : first, to sum up 
and organize recent discussions of the disciplinary value of studies, 
in order to show how far students of education have advanced in their 
thought upon the subject; secondly and more importantly, to modify 
the doctrine of formal discipline and upon such modification to estab- 
lish a standard of educational values. The writer accordingly pre- 
sents, in the first part of the book, a long series of carefully chosen 
extracts from educational authorities; the utility of this portion of 
his work would have been increased by the addition of an index. On the 
main issue, Professor Heck concludes as follows: "A general benefit 
can be derived from specific training in so far as the person trained 
has consciously wrought out, in connection with the specific training, 
a general concept of method, based upon the specific methods used in 
that training." OTTO PERI.ER. 

The Sunday Kindergarten; Game, Gift and Story. By C. S. Ferris- 
Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1909. pp. xxvi, 271. 
Price, $1.40. 
This book has been issued as an aid to the religious education of 



